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The Los Angeles International Fern Society was formed to 

provide a source of information on ferns, to arrange for 

people to study ferns and to encourage the use and 

enjoyment of ferns.  In a more general way, the Society 

aims to encourage all horticultural activities by example, 

education, exhibits and donations. 

 
Name 
Informally, the organization is referred 
to as the acronym LAIFS, pronounced 
“layfs”. 
To join the Society, contact a board 
member of LAIFS or request 
information by mail, the address is: 
P.O. Box 90943 
Pasadena, CA 91109-0943 USA 

Meetings 
General Membership meetings are 
held on the third Friday of the month.   
Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. in the 
downstairs Lecture Hall of the Los 
Angeles County Arboretum in Arcadia.   

Membership 
Membership dues are $30.00 per year 
for those living in the United States 
and are for a calendar year from 
January 1st to December 31st.  Dues 
for those who live outside the United 
States are $40.00 per year. 
Please notify the LAIFS Membership 
Secretary of address change before 
you move and/or any email change.  
Replacement copies of the Journal are 
$3.50 per copy.  

Membership Secretary 
Norman Nakanishi 
Email: normlegend@hotmail.com 
P.O. Pox 90943 
Pasadena, CA 91109-0943 USA  

Name Badges 
Member pins with your name and 

LAIFS logo in green on a gold plastic 

base, 1” x 3”, can be ordered from the 

Bookstore. 

 

Bookstore 
Fern related publications and back issues 
of the LAIFS Journal are available. 
For information please contact: 
David Hensley 
3463 Karen Ave. 
Long Beach, CA 90808-3006 USA 
Email: hensleyinlb@verizon.net 

Spore Store 
Spore correspondence, donations, 
exchanges and orders should be sent 
directly to the Spore Storekeeper.   
For information, please contact: 
Denia Mandt 
12616 Ibbetson Avenue 
Downey, CA 90242 USA 
Phone in the USA 562-803-6887 
Email: deiamandt@verizon.net 

Supply Store 
Fern related planting supplies are 
available. 
To order, please contact: 
Harry Hatanaka 
Phone in the USA 562-926-9956 

Editors of this Journal 
The LAIFS Journal is being edited by: 
Donald and Becky DeLano 
925 Reed Drive 
Claremont, CA 91711 USA 
Phone in the USA 951-544-1477 
Email: delanos@aol.com 

For more information: 
LAIFS website: www.laifs.org 
LAIFS Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/pages/Los-Angeles-

Int-Fern-Society/121304551237063 
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Upcoming LAIFS Meeting 

Meetings are held the third Friday of 
the month at 7:30 p.m. 

 
Los Angeles County Arboretum 

301 North Baldwin Avenue 
Arcadia, CA  91007 

December 18 – Christmas Party 

January 15 – Jorge Ochoa, professor 
in Horticulture, Long Beach City 
College – ‘Passion Fruit in all their 
Diversity’ 

February 19 – Don Hodel, UC 
Cooperative Agent in Horticulture for 
Los Angeles County – ‘Travels into 
the Chaco (Darien) of Columbia, 
Looking for the Rare Palm Sabinaria 
magnifica 

March 18, Don DeLano, Horticulturist, 
Fairplex - ‘Miniature Ferns for 
Terrariums’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next board meeting:  January 15, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. next door 
to meeting room. 

Work Party at the Growing Grounds: farthest north gate in 
the parking lot of the Los Angeles Arboretum – the second 
SATURDAY of each month and each Wednesday.  Session will 
start at 9:00 AM each day. If late call Jim Herman 626-335-8327 
and he will open gate for you.   

 Cover Photograph 
Fernando Orellana provides scale for this handsome and well grown 
Platycerium × elemaria in his garden in West Covina, California. This 
sterile hybrid is a spectacular and striking fern much esteemed and 
highly sought after as a mounted specimen to adorn walls, posts, 
baskets, and trees, where, when well grown, is sure to garner gasps 
of admiration and longing. Unlike its two parents, which are generally 
too tender to grow well outdoors in southern California, P. × elemaria, 
although tender, seems more cold tolerant and grows adequately if 
not well outdoors in protected places in coastal southern California.  

 2015 by Donald R. Hodel.  
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Editorial Staff 
 

Editors 
Don and Becky DeLano 
925 Reed Drive 
Claremont, CA  91711 
951-544-1477 
delanos@aol.com 

 

Columnists 
Donald R. Hodel – Fern 
Lesson 
Donna Radoumis – Snippets 
Donald DeLano – Propagation 
tips 

 

Contributing Writers 
Candace Nakanishi 
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Denia Mandt 
Donald DeLano 

 

Advertising Manager 
Donna Radoumis 
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1SSN 0416-910X 

Contents, except for lessons or where 
labeled otherwise, may be reprinted 
without limitation if credit is given to: 

LAIFS Journal 
Publication of the Los Angeles 
International Fern Society, Inc. 
 
LAIFS reserves the right to reject any 
copy submitted for publication.  Views 
expressed in this Journal are not 
necessarily those of the Society, its 
officers, or the editor.  Mention of a 
product does not constitute an 
endorsement for that product by the 
Society, its officers, or the writer. 
 
Articles and comments for the Journal 
should be sent to the editor. 
 
Unless specified, all photos are taken 
by Donald DeLano. 

 Membership News 
Dues 

The LAIFS membership year runs from January 1st to December 31st. 
Membership dues are $30.00 per year for those living in the United States 
and are for a calendar year from January 1st to December 31st.  Dues for 
those who live outside the United States are $40.00 per year. These fees are 
normally due on January 1, 2015.  Please pay at the next meeting or mail 
them to: 
Norman Nakanishi: P.O. Box:  90943; Pasadena, CA  91109-0943               
Contact Information:  714-995-9327; normlegend@hotmail.com 

Prorated Membership Dues 

January/May $30.00 
June/December $20.00 

Prorated fee does not include Journals from the prior 
months. 
 

mailto:delanos@aol.com
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News from the Board 
From the Desk of Your President, Mike Moody: 
 

 As your LAIFS President for a sixth term I hope we 
can all make LAIFS better each year. This year we 
had a great LAIFS Show, although not as many 
entries as last year.  In 2016 the show will be back 
again the second week-end of June. It’s time to 
start thinking about the 2016 LAIFS Show and 
getting things ready.  We need LAIFS MEMBERS 
to start growing more ferns to supply the sales tables at the show. I 

would like to see if everyone would be able to grow five ferns or 

more for our show. We will need lots of help again. So if you have 

any ideas feel free to let me know. I need everyone’s input. 

SHOW MEETING: WE WILL NEED A SHOW CHAIRPERSON FOR THIS 

YEAR’S SHOW. I HOPE THAT SOMEONE WILL STEP UP FOR THIS 

JOB. I CAN SHOW YOU ALL THAT YOU NEED TO KNOW.  

We are looking for more articles from you for the LAIFS Journal. I 

would like to encourage members, both local and long distance, to 

write an article about how you grow ferns. Knowledge of growing 

ferns in different locations just might help other member with their 

fern collection.   This could also help encourage more people to join 

our society.  We have members in Texas and other states, some 

more active growers than others.  It would be wonderful to hear 

about the problems and successes you have had growing ferns and 

other exotic plants. So don’t give up if you live outside of our L.A. 

Area, we are trying to make the Journal more interesting for you. 

Write about a favorite fern or plant, nursery, garden center or 

Arboretum.  Let us live vicariously through your eyes.  Even if you 

just want to send in pictures with a bit of background information, 

we will fill in the rest.  Hope to hear from you soon so send in your 

articles!!!! The new editors have improved the LAIFS JOURNAL so 

much and I thank everyone that has helped on this. 

After looking back on the last five or six years, we have done a lot 

with LAIFS. Improvements to the LAIFS Growing Area have been a 

priority: 

 

Developing additional space for hanging plants. 
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Developing additional space for hanging plants. 

Installed a fertilizer unit that covers all plants on an automated 
system. 

Received an additional allotment of space to expand the 
growing area courtesy of the Arboretum. 

A drip system was installed to allow for more staghorn fern 
production. 

Being open for volunteering the second Saturday of each 
month, except for December. 

The board also approved the purchase of a storage shed for 

which the Arboretum graciously allocated additional space.  This 

will save us money in the future due to ‘no more storage rental 

fees’. 

It is time to start the next year membership drive for the year of 
2016. So please take a little time and send us your dues of $30 
dollars. While talking about membership dues, this coming year 
we will focus more effort on attracting more members and 
encouraging past members to rejoin LAIFS. We could use help 
from all of you.  If you have someone in your family, or a good 
friend, that likes plants or ferns give them a Gift of the LAIFS 
Journals for a year. I do this for some friends and my daughter’s 
family.      

If you know of any places for ferns or spore that we can buy 

please let us know. We are always looking for new sources. I will 

stop for now, and just say please come and support LAIFS, and 

bring a friend. 

Happy Holidays and here’s to a Fantastic New Year for you, 

your family and friends, and all of our society members.  Hope 

to see you in January at our first meeting of 2016 for another 

successful year of growing ferns, their relatives, and other exotic 

plants.   



Volume 42, No 6 / November 2015 183 

 

 

                     

 

LAIFS Fern Lesson 
December 2015 

By Donald R. Hodel 

Platycerium x elemaria 

Platycerium x elemaria Hoshizaki & M. G. Price  

Platycerium is derived from the Greek platys, meaning flat, and keras, 
meaning horn, and alludes to the flattened, antler-like leaves that 
species of the genus typically possess. The specific epithet of this 
sterile hybrid, elemaria, is derived from parts of the names of both its 
parents, ele from P. elephantotis and maria from P. stemaria.  

Barbara Joe Hoshizaki and Michael G. Price named this hybrid in 1990, 
basing it on material that Barbara had collected in November, 1988 at 
Tropical Gardens Nursery on Lotus Street in Pasadena, California, 
which was the nursery of the late Ernie Sanchez, a long-time Los 
Angeles International Fern Society member. 

Platycerium × elemaria is a spectacular, handsome, and striking fern 
much esteemed and highly sought after as a mounted specimen to 
adorn walls, posts, baskets, and trees, where, when well grown, is sure 
to garner gasps of admiration and longing (Cover). Unlike its two 
parents, which are generally too tender to grow well outdoors in 
southern California and really need a warm greenhouse to grow best 
and attain their maximum beauty here, P. × elemaria, although tender, 
seems more cold tolerant and grows adequately if not well outdoors in 
protected places in coastal southern California. It performs best in 
medium to high-medium light and in a well-drained, coarse potting mix 
or uncut moss. Once properly mounted and well established it requires 
little care and makes an especially imposing specimen because of its 
distinctive if not bizarre but exceedingly handsome habit. 
 
Habit: medium-large, epiphytic, fern slowly growing to 2.5 feet wide 

and up to 4 feet long (Cover, Fig. 1a).  

Rhizomes: short, roots bud-forming, variously covered with linear to 
narrowly triangular, very long-pointed (sometimes thread-like), 
scale-like hairs with pale margins and light brown centers, 0.5 
× 0.06 inch (Fig. 1c). 

Fronds (Leaves): strongly and conspicuously dimorphic 
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Figure 1. Platycerium × elemaria: a. habit, bar = 4 inches; b. sporangial area; 
c. rhizome scales, bar = 0.2 inch; d. stipe cross-section, bar = 0.4 inch. (Used 
with permission from Hoshizaki and Moran, 2001). 
 

 

(fertile and sterile different in appearance) (Cover, Figs. 1a, 
1b); stipes (petiole) lacking to short, in cross-section 
showing ring of dark tissue and vascular bundles +/- in a 
circle with additional vascular bundles scattered within the 
circle (Fig. 1d); sterile (base or shield) fronds to 2.5 feet high 
and wide, proximally tightly appressed and produced in 
pairs, to 3 feet long, 1.75 feet wide, pendulous, +/- 
asymmetrically long-obovate to long-triangular, narrowed 
proximally, broadest distally (Cover, Figs. 1a, 1b), distal or 
apical margin with up to 9 irregular lobes, these to 4.5 × 3 
inches (Figs.1a, 1b, 2), heavily and prominently veined 
(Fig.3);both sterile and fertile fronds infrequently with whitish 
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  hairs adaxially (upper surface), typically felt-like with tawny 
hairs abaxially (lower surface). 

Sori:  (spore case clusters): on leaf underside in several, irregularly 
shaped and distributed soral patches, these mostly scattered 
on distal third of leaf and extending on to apical lobes (Figs. 
1b, 2). Sporangia rarely spore-bearing; if present, spores 
shriveled and distorted. 

Distribution: The origin of this hybrid is unknown. It could be only from 
cultivation but the ranges of the two parents do overlap in much 
of west and central tropical Africa so it is possible that it exists 
there in the wild. 

Habitat: If it exists in the wild, it is undoubtedly epiphytic in moist 
forests or wooded grasslands; probably in brightly lit situations 
under tropical conditions and high temperatures but some 
seasonally dry periods.  

Notes: This distinctive and unusual fern, which is a sterile hybrid 
between Platycerium elephantotis and P. stemaria, can easily 
become the centerpiece or focal point of a garden. Easy to 
identify and unlikely to be confused with other ferns, even other 
staghorn ferns, it has sterile fronds that resemble those of both 
its parents but fertile fronds that resemble those of only one 
parent, P. elephantotis; however, it is readily distinguished 
from P. elephantotis by its fertile fronds with lobed or forked 
distal margins. From its other parent, P. stemaria, this hybrid 
differs in the lack of forking of the sterile fronds. 

Because Platycerium × elemaria successfully reproduces asexually 
from root bud “pups” and has constant features or characters, it was 
given the cultivar name ‘Sanchez’ in honor of the late Ernie Sanchez 
in whose nursery the hybrid was found. 

Platycerium includes 15 to 18 species of medium to large, mostly 
epiphytic ferns primarily from the Old World tropics (Africa, Asia, and 
Australia) except for one species in South America (P. andinum). 
Unlikely to be confused with any other ferns, all are distinctive if not 
bizarre-looking but striking and handsome, which is primarily due to 
their epiphytic nature and strongly dimorphic leaves (two dissimilar 
types on the same  plant, typically  sterile  and  fertile).    While many  
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Figure 2. The distal or apical area of the fertile fronds of Platycerium × elemaria 
is conspicuously lobed, and the irregularly shaped and distributed soral 
patches often extend on to these lobes. Garden of Fernando Orellana, West 

Covina, California.  2015 by Donald R. Hodel. 
 

 

other ferns have dimorphic  leaves,  only a few  can match and none 
can surpass the dramatically dissimilar sterile and fertile leaves that 
characterize Platycerium. The sterile, commonly called base or shield 
leaves, are thick and spongy, overlapping, bowl-shaped, and mostly 
tightly appressed to the rooting substrate, forming the base of the 
plant and providing anchorage and support. Green as they emerge 
and expand but eventually aging to brown, their upper margins are 
often extended, upright, prominently lobed, and not so tightly 
appressed but arching outward. They do not produce sporangial 
patches or spores. 

In contrast, the fertile leaves, which expand away from the bowl-
shaped sterile leaves, are erect to pendulous, simple and entire to 
conspicuously and deeply lobed, and often larger. Sporangial patches 
carrying the spores are borne on the lower surface of the fertile 
leaves, varying by species from the junction to the tips of the lobes. 
Both sterile and fertile leaves are variously covered with grayish to 
whitish, star-shaped hairs.  

Three, informal groups of Platycerium are recognized and can aid in 
identification: 
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Figure 3. Fertile fronds of Platycerium × elemaria are heavily and 
conspicuously veined. Garden of Fernando Orellana, West Covina, 

California.  2015 by Donald R. Hodel. 
 

 1. Malayan-Asiatic—In cross-section the stipes (petiole) have 
a ring of dark tissue and the vascular bundles are arranged 
in a circle with a few scattered within the circle. The sterile 
leaves are typically spreading with deeply lobed upper 
margins, except P. ridleyi, in which they reniform (kidney-
bean shaped). The rhizomes are unbranched and do not 
typically produce “pups” or new plants (except for P. 
coronarium); thus, is by spores. Mostly large plants comprise 
this group, including P. coronarium, P. grande, P. holttumii, 
P. ridleyi, P. superbum, P. wallichii, and P. wandae. 

2. African-American—In cross-section the stipes lack a ring of 
dark tissue but the vascular bundles are arranged in a circle 
with a few scattered within the circle. The sterile leaves are 
variable, but if spreading, they are not as wide as in the 
Malayan-Asiatic species. The rhizomes branch and exposed 
roots develop “pups” so propagation is by these new plants 
or by spores. Mostly medium plants this group,  including  P. 
alcicorne, P. andinum, P. elephantotis,  
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P. ellisii, P. madagascariensis, P. quadridichotomum, and P. 
stemeria. 

3.   Javan-Australian—In cross-section the stipes lack a ring of 
dark tissue and the vascular bundles are arranged in a circle 
with none inside the circle. The sterile leaves are variable but 
if spreading they are not as wide as in the Malayan-Asiatic 
species. The rhizomes branch and exposed roots develop 
“pups” so propagation is by these new plants or by spores. 
Mostly smaller to medium plants comprise this group although 
old plants, because of the branching rhizomes, can produce 
large clumps several feet across. Species include P. 
bifurcatum, P. hillii, P. veitchii, and P. willinckii.  

Staghorn ferns mostly grow in trees, often high up in the forest 
canopy, where they receive quite a bit of light. They inhabit moist to 
wet forests in subtropical and tropical forests with year-round warm 
temperatures and rarely experience any frost, and then only briefly 
so. Some inhabit monsoon forests where there is little or no rain for 
up to six months; however, temperatures and humidity are nearly 
always high in such forests. Because of the way the upper margins of 
the sterile leaves often expand and arch away from the surface to 
which the fern is attached, a “basket” forms in this space and collects 
fallen leaves, fruit, and other organic detritus, which provides nutrients 
to the plant. 

CULTURE 

            When well grown Platycerium × elemaria makes a superb and 
dramatic specimen for mounting on walls, posts, and trees, and in 
baskets. Somewhat cold tolerant, it can be grown successfully 
outdoors in protected situations in coastal areas of southern Cal  
ifornia but also does well in warm to hot, high humidity, greenhouse 
conditions. It grows best with very bright light in a well-drained, moist 
to dry soil, potting mix, or uncut moss. Avoid over watering, especially 
in low light and/or during cool periods. 

Growth is seasonal; each spring the previous year’s sterile or base 
fronds die and then new sterile fronds emerge in the summer followed 
by the fertile fronds. It is helpful to trim away the tops of the dead 
sterile fronds to allow the new fronds to grow more upright. 
Platycerium × elemaria is now somewhat common and is sometimes 
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available at LAIFS meetings and shows, other plants sales and 
shows, and even in selected retail nurseries. 

 Plaques are best for mounting Platycerium × elemaria; they are 
versatile and can be attached just about anywhere and to any surface. 
As plants become larger, simply attach the old plaque with the plant 
to a new one plaque; there is no need to remove the plant and 
remount it. As plants age and enlarge, the rhizome extends farther 
from the mounting surface and the plants might become less vigorous, 
decline, and even die. A possible symptom of this condition is new 
sterile leaves that do not cover over completely the older, previous 
ones. In these cases simply cut off the older, back portion of the 
rhizome and remount the newer, front portion with attached leaves. 
Always use small amounts of moss or none at all to prevent or reduce 
the overwatering when mounting or remounting this fern. 

 Platycerium × elemaria is sensitive to overwatering, especially when 
grown outdoors. More plants are likely killed from overwatering than 
under watering. Typically about once a week in the summer and once 
every two to three weeks in the winter, but even less if there is rain, is 
adequate. To test for proper moisture, press firmly against brown 
sterile leaves and if water oozes out it is too wet and needs no water. 
If it feels moist but not soggy and no water oozes out, the moisture 
level is appropriate. Some experienced collectors and grower wait 
until they actually see the fertile leaves just start to wilt, and then they 
water thoroughly. Small plants can be soaked in a bucket or other 
container of water for 15 minutes. Use small amounts of moss or none 
at all and do not place mounted plants under the eaves of a house or 
other places where they will receive constant dripping. 

Exposure: bright to very bright light but no direct mid-day or 
afternoon sun, protect from wind. 

Planting medium: porous, well aerated, moist to dry, with 
compost or other organic material.  

Water: moist but not wet, allow to dry out just briefly between 
watering, then saturate thoroughly. 

Fertilizer: fertilize during growing season with organic 
materials like blood meal, poultry manure, fish 
emulsion or with inorganic, complete, slow-release 
materials with N-P-K ratio of 3-1-2 or 3-1-3 (11-4-7 or  
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           12-4-12) with magnesium and minor elements.  Follow label 
instructions for rate and frequency.  If using inorganic 
materials cut rate by one half. Broadcast material within the 
“basket” formed between the back of the upper part of the 
sterile leaves and the plaque, wall, tree, or post to which it is 
mounted, water in well. 

Temperature: tender, does best with winter night temperatures not 
much below 50 F but will tolerate very short periods of light 
frosts, perhaps down to 30 F, conditions found in coastal 
southern California. It also does well in warm to hot, high 
humidity, greenhouse conditions.  

Pests & Diseases: mealy bugs, scales, and thrips. Be vigilant. 
Scout for pests frequently. Thrips are a bad pest, especially 
in milder, more humid coastal areas. They mostly infest the 
underside of the frond, feeding on plant tissues and leaving 
silver-gray patches similar to the “sand blasting” effect that 
mites cause. Thrips damage differs from mite damage, 
though, by the presence of tiny, hard, glossy black fecal 
deposits spotting the silver-gray patches. The upper side of 
the frond directly opposite thrips feeding patches eventually 
turns yellow. Wash fronds with a moderate force of water at 
least once a week, taking care to clean both upper and lower 
surfaces. If chemicals are desired use the safest, least toxic, 
weakest material first. Wettable powders are preferred over 
oil-based materials since they are less likely to damage the 
plant. 

Other care: neatly clip off brown or yellowing fronds; trim away the 
tops of the dead sterile fronds to allow the new fronds to grow 
more upright.  

Propagation: division. When well grown it produces “pups” freely; it 
is best to let the “pups” become large before removing them. 

Availability: somewhat common, obtain at LAIFS meetings and 
show, other plant shows and sales, and even some select 
retail nurseries and mail order nurseries. 
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The following list details the Division Trophy Winners from our 

show held at the Los Angeles County Arboretum this past June.  

Again, many thanks to those whom, with their help, made this 

enjoyable affair easier to produce.  Also, thanks to those entering 

plants this year and making the show a great success. 

 

Division Trophy Winners – LAIFS 2016 

Division 1, Class B – Previous LAIFS Division Winners 
Rhipsalis capilliformis exhibited by Beverly Hitz 
 
Division 3, Class B – Aglaomorpha and related genera 
Drynaria rigidula ‘Whitei’ exhibited by Ken Ueda 
 
Division 4, Class C – Davallia and related genera 
Davallia fejeensis exhibited by Harry Manos 
 
Division 6, Class E – pup forming Platycerium, clump 
Platycerium willinckii exhibited by Derrick Sheldon 
 
Division 7, Class K – pup forming Platycerium, single specimen 
Platycerium ‘Schofield’ exhibited by Beverly Hitz  
 
Division 10, Class B – Polypodium and related genera 
Microsorum pustulatum, exhibited by Harry Monos 
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Division 11, Class B – Pyrrosia 
Pyrrosia hastate, exhibited by Beverly Hitz 
 
Division 12, Class B – Asplenium and related genera 
Asplenium antiquum ‘Osaka’ exhibited by Kay Anders 
 
Division 13, Class A – Pteris 
Pteris argyraea, exhibited by Beverly Hitz 
 
Division 16, Class I – Terrestrial ferns not in other divisions 
Exhibited by Beverly Hitz 
 
Division 17, Class A – Epiphytic ferns not in other divisions 
Selliquea feei exhibited by Ken Ueda 
 
Division 19, Class B – Aquatic fern 
Bolbitis heudelotii, exhibited by Jim Herman 
 
Division 20, Class A – Ferns in Terraria 
Micrograma heterophylla, exhibited by Donald DeLano 
 
Division 21, Class A – Fern Collection 
Nephrolepsis exaltata ‘Sassy’, Nephrolepsis exaltata  
‘Elegantissima’, Nephrolepsis bostoniensis ‘Compacta’ 
all exhibited by Beverly Hitz 
 
Division 23, Class B – Cycads or Palms 
Chamaedorea stolonifera, exhibited by Donald DeLano 
 
Division 24, Class A – Carnivorous Plant 
Nepenthes species, exhibited by Jim Herman 
 
Division 25, Class K – Begonia 
Begonia raja, exhibited by Donald DeLano 
 
Division 26, Class B – Bromeliad 
Neoregelia ‘Green Apple’, exhibited by Candace Nakanishi 
 
Division 27, Class B – Gesneriad 
Saintpaulia ‘Broadway Star’, exhibited by Leonard Re 
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  Division 28, Class A – Orchid 
Laelia purpurata, exhibited by Candace Nakanishi 
 
Division 29, Class B – Liliaceae 
Haworthia truncate, exhibited by Richard W. Shaffer 
 
Division 30, Class C – Aroid – resulted in a tie 
Zamioculcas zamifolia, exhibited by Michelle Anders 
Aglaonema ‘Ruby Sunset’, exhibited by Becky DeLano 
 
Division 32, Class C – Cactus 
Copiapoa tenuissima ‘Monstrose’ exhibited by Kay Anders 
 
Division 34, Class A – Foliage or Flower not in other divisions 
Pelargonium cotylidonis, exhibited by Kay Anders 
 
Division 35, Class B – Bonsai 
Bougainvillea ‘San Diego’, exhibited by Ken Ueda 
 
Division 36, Class B – Container Garden not in other Division 
Fairy Fern Garden, exhibited by Kay Anders 
 
Division 37, Class A – Unique planting, not a container 
Asplenium goudeyi, exhibited by Ken Ueda 
 
Division 38, Class A – Terrarium mixed plantings 
Asplenium ceispidatum, Microgramma piloselloides, Bolbitis 
heteroclite, Bulbophyllum sp., exhibited by Chris Hogan 
 
Division 42, Class B – Displays by Individuals 
Fairy Garden, exhibited by Peg McCay 
 
Division 43, Class B – Displays by Societies 
Fairy Garden, exhibited by Redlands Garden Club 
 
Division 45, Class A – Collection multiple containers, non-fern 
Rhipsalis bassofera var. shaferi, Rhipsalis teres, Rhipsalis 
trigona, exhibited by Beverly Hitz 
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SNIPPETS                        By:   Donna J Radoumis 

Riverside Festival of Lights 

 

The above picture shows ‘The Riverside Festival of Lights’, 
centered around the Mission Inn in the city of Riverside.  They 
traditionally start the lighting ceremony on the Friday after 
Thanksgiving, this year November 27, 2015.  The displays are on 
for viewing daily 5:00pm – 10:00 pm.  The last day will be Sunday, 
January 3, 2016.  There is no charge to view and the lights and 
décor are simply magical.  Several restaurants are in the area to 
complete your evening.  Walk the area or take one of the carriages 
to view the sights (sorry, there is a charge for the carriage rides). 
 
From Elaine Baxter: an article in the Los Angeles Times from 
October 10, 2015 titled ‘Take Advantage of Mystery of Plant 
Regeneration”.  An illustration of the power of self-replication in 
plants can be observed thanks to leaves of many succulents, 
including semi succulents such as angel wing and Rex begonias, 
when they are detached from the mother plant and inserted –stem 
end – into a container of fast draining soil mix or, better yet pure 
vermiculite. 
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The advantage of vermiculite, available in most nurseries, is its 
sterility since fungal contamination is a hazard of this propagation 
technique.  Within a four-to six-week period, roots will begin to poke 
into the soil from where the leaf stems or petioles make contact with 
the soil and, in time, new leaves will emerge from these stem bases 
as well. 
 

 

From AboutGardening.com 
Gardening Tip of the Week – ‘A Trim and 
Some Fertilizer’. 
Did you know that human hair can go in the 

compost pile? It's slow to decompose, but it 

will eventually add nitrogen to your compost 
or soil. You could also add it directly to your garden, with the bonus 
of deterring some animals. Unfortunately it is not recommend that 
you compost hair that has been dyed.  

 

The gift of you 

Our lists are long and our time is short.  The thing is…who 
says you HAVE to have the gift in a box or bag? 

Sometimes the best gift is your TIME.  The thing is that if you give 
say…’lunch together to just enjoy each other’, then don’t invite 
additional friends, OR YOUR PHONE.  Make good on that 
wonderful gift of just you.   Grandmas and Grandpas LOVE this type 
of gift also.  Remember …NO phone.  Just for that time you are with 
them…then you can go back to bending your head forward looking 
down and starring for long periods of time and doing one thumb 
conversations with anyone who contacts you. 

Fern Show 2016 

The Fern Show really needs people in our club to step up to the 
plate and offer whatever abilities and time they can muster.  Last 
year we had to cut back on activities of the show because it was 
just too difficult to do them without proper member participation.  
Some people are afraid to volunteer and others just do not think 
they qualify for anything.   
Please at least come to the kick off meeting in January (date to be 
announced later) and see what fun we do have.  Your ideas are as 
worthy as anyone else’s.  It is a pot luck…and well, we have some 
really good cooks.  
 
Merry Christmas to All….and a Brilliant, Wonderful New Year.  
Love and Happiness to each of You. 
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Myriad Botanical Gardens   
Crystal Bridge Tropical Conservatory   
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
 
Part 2 
 
By Donald and Becky DeLano 
All photos by Donald or Becky DeLano unless noted 
 
Last month’s article allowed us to showcase some of the numerous 
horticulture specimens from this beautiful botanical showcase, but 
one article just cannot do justice to this marvelous place.  So the 
reason for ‘part 2’.   
 

 

Looking across the Chrystal Bridge Conservatory from the moist 

section to the dry section. 
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When looking at the full plant, one can see how the inflorescence extends 

upwards as the individual buds open, until it forms an elongated red cone 

like structure of showy bracts.   

 

 
A nice form of Costus spiralis, one of the group of spiral gingers.  

Another common name is ‘Stair Step Ginger’, as if you could ‘step on 

each leaf, one after the other until you reached the top.   
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Bucida buceras ‘Geometry tree’ or ‘Florida Black Olive Tree’ – close-up 

of its unusual flower structure below.   
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Beautiful glass and metal garden art piece surrounded by a planting of 

Alocasia x amazonica (A. longiloba x A. sanderiana). 

 
The slope up from the floor to the roof on the tropical side is covered 
with a carpet of various Nephrolepsis hiding clumps of agapanthus.     
 



 

200  LAIFS Fern Journal 

 

 

  

  

 

A leaf of Ceratozamia hildae, sometimes called the ‘Bamboo Cycad’, 

glistening in the bright light.  

 

 

Ceratozamia zaragozae, endemic to Mexico, its lovely multiplane 

leaflets spiraling around the rachis. 
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A closer look at the drip irrigation system installed prior to plant 

placement to aid in easier watering. The installation is in a room lighted 

from the sides, not meant to be a permanent display. 

 

Dioon spinulosum, due to the lower light and higher humidity, a bit more 

elongated but still beautiful. 
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Adiantum pedatum growing along a walkway, clustered next to rocks at the 
edge of a planting of mixed gesneriads.   

 

Cyrtomium falcatum var. maritinum ‘Dwarf Holly Fern’ was planted in 
various spaces along the walkways as an understory filler.   

 



Volume 42, No 6 / November 2015 203 

 

 

  

 
Growing off the side of a towering Acacia, this orchid, listed as 
Dendrobium brinchangense (I do not think it is this species, leaves not 
narrow enough), is cascading down about five feet.   

 

 Listed as Calliandra schultzei, this beautify powderpuff was gracing 
the rocks of the dry section.  
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A look up from the lower desert ramp.  There is one more level of walkways 
above where this picture was taken.  Pachypodium, Adenium, Aloe, 
Beaucarnea and Echinocactus are just a few of the genera to be viewed in 
this area.   

 

 

A mature Chorisia speciosa in bloom, its bright pink to magenta 

flowers gracing the uninterrupted open space of the arching span. 
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This terrarium was actually home to a nice black emperor scorpion, but I 
was more interested in the two gesneriads in the front, listed as a 
Nautilocalyx sp. (chocolate on left} and Episcia sp. on the right with a 
white veined Fittonia in the background.  

 

Encephalartos arenarius growing in a narrow ledge crafted into the wall 
in the dry section. 
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Archontophoenix myolensis ‘Myola Palm’ endemic to Queensland, 

Australia but threatened by habitat loss and estimates of less than 100 

mature trees left in its native location. 
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View from the upper desert section walkways to the jungle, showing one 
of the authors at the bottom taking pictures of the Chorisa.  

 The hanging walkway-cable supports allow less support from the 
ground, providing more growing space and a way to truly learn from 
these plantings.   
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Above – a view down on a collection of palms, most of which are mature. 
 
Below – a look from above at the Licuala grandis cluster from last month’s 
article.   
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How to obtain spore: 

Please inquire if there is a particular fern you are interested in.  
Sometimes there are donations large enough for one request but not 
enough for general listing.  Substitutions will be made if the requested 
species are not available.  If you have a preference for substitutions, 
please include that information with your order.  Spore of another 
species in the same genus will be sent if available. 
Spore packets are fifty cents ($.50 US) each.  Please make checks 
payable to LAIFS.  Enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope with 
first class postage for one ounce with your order and send to: 

Denia Mandt, 12616 Ibbetson Avenue, Downey, CA 90242, USA 

Email: deniamandt@verizon.net; Phone:  562-803-6887 
 
(There is no charge for spore sent to overseas members of LAIFS.) 
When collecting spore to send in for distribution, please FOLD and 
TAPE all corners.  Spore is so fine it easily sifts out of “un-taped” 
envelopes or sticks to the tape when the corners are not folded first. 
 

LAIFS Spore Store                   Denia Mandt 

 

Genus            Date Collected 

Camptosorus sibericus    04-12 

Campyloneurum brevifolium    06/12  

Davallia fejeensis     08/13 

Phlebodium aureum ‘Ekstrand’   06/13 

Platycerium andinum     05/09 

Platycerium bifurcatum    01/15 

Platycerium bifurcatum ‘Celebes’   09/09 

Platycerium bifurcatum var. hillii   01/15 

Platycerium bifurcatum var. hillii ‘Jimmie’  01/15 

Platycerium bifurcatum ‘San Diego’   09/10 

Polypodium glyeyrrhiza ‘Grandiceps’  11/11 

Schaffneria nigrepes     07/14 

Stenochlaena tenuifolia    01/14 

Tectoria zeylanica (terrarium conditions) 07/12 

 
 

mailto:deniamandt@verizon.net
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Rancho Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden 
Claremont, CA 91711 
Thru early 2016 – Chia to 

Chokecherry – Ethnobotany of 
California Native Plants 

December 11, 12, 18, 19, 20 - 
Luminaria Nights  

 
Fullerton University Arboretum 
 www.fullertonarboretum.org  
1900 Associated Road, Fullerton, 
CA 
http://fullertonarboretum.org 
March 21, 22 - Veggiepalooza! 
April 16, 17 - Green Scene 
 
The Huntington Library 
Second Thursday Free Lectures and 
Plant Sales-Admission not required 
for these lectures and plant sales. 
Visit their web site for information on 
the next free class and plant sale. 
http://www.huntington.org 
February 13, 14 - Camelia Show and 
sale 
February 27, 28, March 1 - Bonsai-
a-Thon 
 
Descanso Gardens 
January 16 – A New Look For LA 

with Cassy Aoyagi 
January 30, 31 – Camellia and Tea 

Festival 
February 6 – Water Symposium 
March 12, 13 – Cherry Blossom 

Festival 
 
Los Angeles County Arboretum 
January 9 – Rose Pruning 
January 23 – Tree Diseases, Pests 

and the Drought 
January 30 – Crescent Farm Series 

Los Angeles County Arboretum 
March 19 – Organic Fruit and 
Vegetable Gardening 
 
Mildred E. Mathias Botanical 
Garden-UCLA 
For information on tours or just to walk 
around, please go to 
www.botgard.ucla.edu  
 
The Japanese Garden 
Monday-Thursday 11-4, Sunday 10-4 
closed Friday and Saturday 
Small garden but beautiful, call first if 
groups of over 15.  Tours available if 
planned in advance, special evening 
tours available. If maximum capacity 
is reached, garden closes until space 
becomes available. 
6100 Woodley Ave, Van Nuys 
www.thejapanesegarden.com  
 
South Coast Botanic Garden 
December 5-30 – Garden of Lights 
January 3 – Rose Pruning 

Demonstration 
January 17 – Fuchsia Propagation 

and Pruning Demonstration 
January 24 – Continental Series – 

Aloes 
January 31 – Fruit Tree Pruning 

Demonstration 
February 14 – Continental Series: 

South America’s Aphrodisiac – 
Passion Fruit 

February 28 and March 6 – Cherry 
Blossoms in the Garden 

 
 
 

Happenings around the Southland 

http://www.fullertonarboretum.org/
http://fullertonarboretum.org/
http://www.huntington.org/
http://www.botgard.ucla.edu/
http://www.thejapanesegarden.com/
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ADVERTISE IN THE LAIFS JOURNAL! 
Reach people looking for your product: Ferns, exotic plants, planting 
medium, gdarden supplies, ideas for growing in large and small areas,  
garden designs, etc. 

Advertising Rates 
$10 per column inch 
$10 per Business Card Black & White or $50 for 6 issues 
$20 per Business Card Color 
$25 per ¼ Page 
$50 for ½ Page 
Advertising is to be paid in advance.  Contact Donna Radoumis for 
assistance with ads and special rates.  Deadline is six weeks prior to the 
issue date. 

Donna Radoumis 
336 Maryville Drive, Walnut, CA 91789 Email:  

LAIFSFernShow@aol.com  909-598-2494 

 

 

Michael E. Moody 
11258 Ringwood Avenue 

Santa Fe Springs, CA 
Cell: 562-328-5604 

Phone:  562-864-0883 
 

Shade Cloth, Shade Structures 

Overhead Sprinkler Systems 

 
Charles Alford Plants 

1585 9th Street S.W. 
Vero Beach, FL 32962-4312 

Phone: 772-770-9119 
Website: www.rareferns.com 

Orchids, Platyceriums, Epiphytic 
Ferns 

Other Fine Tropical Plants 

 

 

     Your Add Here 

mailto:LAIFSFernShow@aol.com
http://www.rareferns.com/
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Sometimes you just have to think outside the box when choosing a planter.  

Photo courtesy jardindecora.com – available at finer garden sites. 

Book Store    David Hensley 
The Society has a bookstore of fern and exotic plant related 
publications.  Members can purchase books at discounted 
prices. 
Remember, the Fern Grower’s Manual by Barbara Joe 
Hoshizaki and Robbin C. Moran is out of print. 
David has secured a limited number of these books for our 
members. 

 
For information, write to: 
David Hensley, 3563 Karen Avenue, Long Beach, CA 90808-3006 or  
Email: HensleyinLB@verizon.net 

 Supply Store    Harry Hatanaka 
The Society provides a store of fern related planting supplies, 
i.e.,  pots, moss, staghorn boards, wire baskets, tree fern pots, 
hangers, labels, bark, perlite. 
Local members can purchase hard to find items or items in 
smaller quantities than are offered at garden supply stores.  The 
prices are marked up slightly above wholesale. 
To order, contact:   Harry Hatanaka   562-926-9956 

 
Be prepared to leave a phone message clearly stating: 

Your name—Phone number—Items that you want. 
Harry will return your call and make arrangements to bring these items to 
a LAIFS meeting.  (At this time, we are not able to offer shipping.) 

 

 

 

 

mailto:HensleyinLB@verizon.net
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Officers               Term 

President                              
Michael Moody   2016 
11258 Ringwood Avenue 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 
562-328-5604 
memoody73@gmail.com 
 
1st Vice President 
Jim Jaeger    2016 
Santa Monica, CA 
310-450-6901 
jjaeger2009@verizon.net 
 
2nd Vice President 
Membership Secretary 
Norman Nakanishi  2016 
Anaheim, CA 
714-995-9327 
normlegend@hotmail.com 
 
Secretary 
Candace Nakanishi  2015 
Anaheim, CA  
714-995-9327 
 
Treasurer 
Jim Herman   2017 
Glendora, CA 
626-335-8327 
jhfinwing@msn.com 
 
Auditors 
Harry Hatanaka              2016 
Cerritos, CA 
562-926-9956 
 
Richard Shaffer   2017 
Indio, CA 
760-347-5055
 

Directors     Term 
 

Ron Battershill      2017 
Chino, CA 
909-591-5380 
 
Beverly Hitz      2015 
Upland, CA 
909-981-6189 
 
Joy Paris      2016 
Temple City, CA 
 
Donna Radoumis     2015 
Walnut, CA 
909-598-2494  
LAIFSFernShow@aol.com 
 
Don Wood      2015 
Whittier, CA  
562-698-7696 
 
Don DeLano      2017 
Claremont, CA 
951-544-1477 
 
Becky DeLano      2017 
Claremont, CA 
951-544-4098 

 

Elections are held in  
October of each year. 

LAIFS Board of Directors for 2015 

mailto:memoody73@gmail.com
mailto:jjaeger2009@verizon.net
mailto:normlegend@hotmail.com
mailto:jhfinwing@msn.com
mailto:LAIFSFernShow@aol.com
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San Diego Fern Society 
Meets at Casa del Prado, Balboa 
Park 
San Diego, CA  92101-1619, on the 
3rd Thursday in Room 101, 7:30 p.m. 
For information contact: 
Email:  info@sdfern.com 
www.sandiegofernsociety.com 

 
American Begonia Society 
Membership is $25/year and includes 
6 issues of the Begonian. 
For information, write to: 
Paul Rothstein 
33 Kintyre Lane 
Belle Vista, AR  72715 
Email:  paroan2001@yahoo.com 
 
Pacific Horticulture 
Color illustrated quarterly for 
West Coast Gardeners. 
Membership: 
$28/year in the U.S. 
$34/year in Canada and Mexico 
$48/year elsewhere 
For information, write to: 
Pacific Horticulture 
Circulation Department 
P.O. Box 689 
Berkeley, CA 94701 
www.pacifichorticulture.org 

 
 Epiphyllum Society of America 
 Meets at the Los Angeles County  
 Arboretum on the 1st Tuesday at  
 7:30 p.m. 
 For information, write to: 
 P.O. Box 1395 
 Monrovia, CA 91017-1395 

 
 

Plant Societies, Magazines and Info! 

 San Gabriel Valley Orchid 
Hobbyist 
3rd Thursday of the Month 8:00 p.m. 
LA County Arboretum 
 
Montrose African Violet Society 
4th Wednesday 10 a.m. 
Descanso Gardens, Birch Room 
Impineda77@yahoo.com 
 
SCAPE – Southern California 
Aquatic Plant Enthusiasts 
Monthly meeting are roaming to 
different stores/member each 
month.  Check for the next meeting 
date and location:  
http://scapeclub.org  
 
Los Angeles Carnivorous Plant 
Society – meets bimonthly,  
 LACPS-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
 
Orange County Bromeliad 
Society 
 3rd Saturday of the month, 1621 
Lambert Rd, La Habra, CA  
pitcairnb@earthlink.net 
 
South Bay Bromeliad Associates  
1st Sunday of the month, Palos 
Verdes Library, 650 Deep Valley 
Dr, Rolling Hills Estates, CA 
tedjohnsonyh@yahoo.com 
 
LA Cactus and Succulent Society  
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.  
Sepulveda Garden Center, 16633 
Magnolia BLVD. Encino, CA 91316 
Lacss.contact@gmail.com 

 
 

mailto:info@sdfern.com
http://www.sandiegofernsociety.com/
http://www.pacifichorticulture.org/
mailto:Impineda77@yahoo.com
http://scapeclub.org/
mailto:LACPS-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:LACPS-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:pitcairnb@earthlink.net
mailto:tedjohnsonyh@yahoo.com
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A few views of the fern sales areas at the LAIFS 2015 Show and Sale this 

past June, 2015. 
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Above – Microsorum 

pustulatum exhibited 

by Harry Manos 

 

 

To the left – 

Platycerium ‘Schofield’ 

exhibited by      

Beverly Hitz 

 

Both Blue Ribbon 

winners and exhibited 

in the 2015 LAIFS 

Fern and Exotic Plant 

Show 

 


